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Marlboro Results — 


Overseas Riders 


HAI-TRICK 


For the third year in succession, 24-year-old American 
factory Suzuki rider, Pat Hennen, has won the New Zealand 
Marlboro international, road race series. Hennen, whose 
victory was made easier by the failures of all his chief rivals 
at one time or another, took six wins and four second 
placings in the 1G-race series to finish just eight points 
below the 200-point maximum. 


Such consistency was 
due not only to Hennen‘s 








where the Imatra street 
circuit is similar to those- 


phenominal skill as a rider found in New Zealand. 
but also to the immaculate Hennen obviously 
preparation of his machine learned a lot from _his 


= a four-cylinder Suzuki 
RG500. “On New Zealand's 
short circuits it's vitally 
important to set the bike 
up Tight, because. the racing, 
is so close. In this regard, 
my only failure was at 
Ruapuna’ in the final 
round when | was getting 
Wheel patter through the 
turns. This’meant | was no 


European experience, both 
in riding technique and in 
setting up ‘his bike. But, 


quicker than Warren 
(Willing) through _— the 
corners. At the other 


founds | had the bike set 
up perfectly.” 
Hennen finished _ third 
in the 1976 world 500cc 
championships and became 
the first American to win 


a GP race.— at Finland, Above: Vaughan Coburn. 





Above: 


along with fellow Christchurch rider Stu Avant (TZ750). 
contest American, and possibly European, events. 


FOR HEI 


, Zealand circuits, most of 





Christchurch’s Paul McLachlan brought his TZ700 Yamaha back from USA, where he spent the 
New Zealand winter months, for the Marlboro series and was rewarded with fourth-equal’ placa overall 


McLachlan returns to: USA in February:to 


INI - JEN 


he admits, it works both 
ways — his New Zealand 
experiences help him to 
do well in Europe. “Once 
you can master the New 


the European circuits are 
a piece of cake!”’ 

Overseas riders domin- 
ated both the unlimited 
series and the supporting 
350cc series. Australian 


nr 
Final Series Results 

Final series positions: P..Hennen, (USA) 192 points, 1;: Willing, 
(Aust) 163, '2; C. Mortimer, (UK) 137, 3; P) McLachlan and So 
Avant (NZ) 136, 4=; J. Woodley (NZ) 125, 6; J-P. Orban, (Belg) 
124, 7; G. Crosby (NZ) 117, 8; J. Sayle, (Aust.) 97, 9; K. Blake, 
(Aust.) 88, 10; V. Coburn, (Aust.) 87, 11; R. Freeth, (NZ) 74, 12; 
K. Fletcher (NZ) 70,13; R. Haldane, “(NZ) 67,1 Caigou (nz) 
39, 157.1. Scattergood and D. Sharp (Aust.) 31, 1 . Fairbrother 
(Nz) 12,-18; M. Vinsen, (NZ) 11, 19; J. Landrebe (NZ) 7, 20. 








Final 350cc: series positions: V. Coburn, (Aust.) 154 points, 1; 
C. Mortimer, (UK) 141, 2; K. Blake, (Aust.) 134, 3; R. Mamola, 
(USA) 132, 4; M. Vinsen (nz) and R. Walden (Aust.) 125, 5=; B.. 


Wylie, (NZ) 119, 7; R. Taylor and M. O’Brien, (Aust.) 99) 8=; P. 

Fleming, (NZ) 77, 10; B. McCulloch, (Aust.) 76, 11; G. Avenell, (Nz) 

68, 12; P. Goodyer, (NZ) 66, 13; A. DeLautour, (NZ) 64, 14; Ss. 

Avant, (NZ) 54, 15; F. Kennady (Aust.) and M. Baylis (Nz) 47, 

16=; | Scattergood (Aust.) 36, 18; B. Woodley, (NZ) 27, 19; I. Mc- * 
Dermid, (NZ) 23, 20. 





Yamaha Dealer _ rider, 
Warren Willing, was a pre- 
series favourite on_ his 
ex-Agostini OW29 750cc 
Yamaha capable of 190 
mph. But his hopes 
teceived a crushing blow 
in the first round at 
Pukekohe, where the 


Australian Unlimited cham- 
pion was forced to retire 
from the second heat with 
an arm injury after winning 
the first heat. Nevertheless, 
he recovered to win two 
more races and finish 
second with 163 points. 
He is soon to take delivery 
of an OW31 replica Yamaha 
750\ which he intends to 
tide in the Daytona 200, 
USA, in February. 
Englishman Chas Mor- 
timer, winner of several Isle 
of Man Til races and third- 
placegetter in the 1976 
world) 350cc champion- § 
ships, came to New Zealand 8 
with a 7Z750 and 72350 
Yamahas, ahd the message 
that ‘consistency pays’. 





Above: Triple Marlboro champ- ° 
ion Pat Hennen with brother 
Chip in the pits at Pukekohe. 


How right he proved to be. 
His best’ performance "in 
the unlimited series was a 
third place in the second 
heat at Timaru, where he 
rode his T2350, yet he 
totalled 137 points to finish 
third ~ overall. Mortimer 
seemed more at home on 
his 350, (on which he took 
second place in the 350 
support series), and he 
chose the smaller machine 
in preference to his 750 
at both Wanganui and 
Timaru. Back in Europe, 
he also has a Suzuki RG 
500, which he might well 
have found more to his 
liking on our circuits than 
the bigger TZ750. Both he 
and his younger brother, 
Robin, expressed’ a desire 


to return next year, 
finances permitting. Chas 
liked all the circuits 


(“although Gracefield’s a 
bit: bumpy”) and said they 
had had an immensely 
enjoyable time. They 
certainly proved popular 
with their friendly, relaxed 
Manner. 

Top Kiwis Paul McLach- 
lan (TZ700- Yamaha) and 
Stu Avant (T2750 Yamaha) 
in fourth equal place overall 
with 136 points could per-- 
haps be both considered a 
little unfortunate. Avant, 
the leader after the first 
round and in line for at 


Cont on pg 5 


2 ES 
Warren Willing (OW29 Yamaha) 


leads Pat Hennen (RG500 Suz- 
uki) and John Woodley (RG500) 
in the’ first leg at Ruapuna. 
Photo: Euan Cameron. 
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HONDA 
Big Bore Kits . 
Honda C8500 to 600cc $160.84: 
Honda XL250 to 310cc $7. 
Honda XL175 to 210cc $88.75 
Honda SL125 to 145cc $55.25 


16T G/Box Sprockets to suit 
Honda TL 250 Trials $18.00 
Can recommend them. 


Freight Free 
Compare these prices 


H.B. MOTOR CYCLES 


- LTD 
MUNROE STREET. . 
NAPIER Phone 54205 









" 173 GREAT SOUTH ROAD, 
GREENLANE, AUCKLAND 


Phone 500-515 
NZ distributor for 

























SPECIAL OFFER 
























3 Cooper 250cc Scramblers 
At Special Price of $1295 


35 bhp. Voted top Enduro 
in Australia and now a) 





If you're keen on moto 
y! 


find precious little about 


been plenty of activity in 


facts. 
Most. people have jobs and 


else. But tell a builder to 


not always successful. 


every club should have a mi 


few results or write a few 
off? 

Next time you attend a 
up the question of having 


quicker service, but to do 
co-operation 
EDITOR:: aa 


cross, or speedway, or trials, 


or any other form of motor cycle sport; and if, after 
picking up this issue and browsing through its pages you 


the sport you're particularly 


interested in - despite the fact that you know there has 


that sphere lately - and you 


have a grumble or wonder why-this is so, take heed. 

We are not, believe it or not, psychic. Or telepathic. 
Or endowed with supernatural powers. 
sports event somewhere, we don’t know what the out- 
come is unless we have one of our guys covering it, or 
unless we chase up the facts, or unless we are told the 


If there’s a 


“But that’s your job”, do | hear you say? Sure it is. 


some are perfectly capable of 


getting on with their jobs without help from anyone 


build a house on his own. He 


can probably do it alright but he needs time - or help. 
Time is something that's truly ‘of the essence’ in this 
business, and to do the job right we need help to do it. 


That's where contributors and contacts come in. 

We have a few regular contributors who keep NZMCN 
informed of major events in their areas, but we need 
more. At the moment, the only way we can get stories 
from somewhere where we haven't got a regular contri- 
butor is to phone aclub secretary. And that means one 
helluva phone bill if it's done often and even then it’s 


Some clubs send us their newsletters - precious few, 
but some - but results which are three weeks or a 
month old aren’t much use to anyone. The truth is, 


edia officer whose job it is to 


keep the local newspaper and NZMCN up to date with 
results and news. It’s surely no great task to run off a 


details down and post them 


club meeting, why not bring 
a media officer? Now that 


we've got a quicker turnaround we can offer a better, 


this effectively we need the 


of the clubs in giving us_ facts. 











JANUARY 
29 
Papakura 


club’s beach 


30 


Waipawa. 
FEBRUARY 


Junior MX, Otaihanga. 





Club's Trial, Waipawa. 


SCOPE MOTORCYCLES 


Itd 


COMPETITION CALENDAR 


392 BROADWAY NEWMARKET PH: AUCK. 543-361 


Canterbury club's practice for Airfield Races at Wigram; 


races, Wajuku. 


Canterbury club's Airfield Races, all classes solos, Wigram 
airfield, Christchurch, (NOT ACU points); Wairarapa club’s 
MX, Carterton; North Taranaki club’s enduro, Hawera; 
North Taranaki min TT; Central Hawkes Bay Club’s MX, 


5 Corsair Club’s Gold Star MX at Teddington, Christchurch; 
Kapiti Club’s Beach Races, Te Horo. 

6 Taumarunui Club’s MX, over $500 p/m, at Hikumutu; Ixion 
Club’s MX, over $500 p/m, at Paekakariki; Pii 
“Shell 500” road trial, Christchurch to Dunedin; Kapiti Club's 


Pioneer Club‘s 





Canterbury Club’s Road Races, no p/m, Ruapuna Park; Napier 
Club’s Road Hill Climb, no p/m, Te Onepu; Wairarapa Club's 
Beach Sprint, Castlepoint Beach. 

Marlborough Club’s Golden Breed N.Z. MX Championship 
Series — 1st round of finals, Hoggs Swamp, Seddon; Wairarapa 
Club’s Junior MX, Carterton; Hutt Valley Club’s MX; 
Wairarapa Club's MX, Castlepoint Beach; Central Hawkes Bay 








——— 
‘RIP-OFF’ REPLY 


Sir, 

| have just read your 
up-to-date reports of the 
Marlboro races in your 
January 11th edition. 
Congratulations on the 
speed of your reporting as 
it is only 5 days since | 
watched Gracefield. 

However | am dismayed 
at the letter to the editor 
headed ‘RIP-OFF’, signed 
by Skint Father of Two, 
Wainuiomata. 

Surely he doesn’t expect 
to be taken seriously in 
his claim that $2 for 
adults and 50 cents for 
children is too dear? 
These charges are com- 
petitive with other forms 
of motor racing admittance 
charges around the country 
at a national-only level. 

When we_see_inter- 
National riders” of the 
calibre we saw at Grace- 
field, plus the performance 
they put on, the admittance 
charge was great value, and 
| wouldn’t begrudge the 
Hutt Club if they increased 
their gate charge next year. 

If the club made a good 
profit from the meeting, 
| say good on them, they 
deserved it. That the 
meeting was held at all 
after the previous week’s 
weather was only due to 
their club members’ hard 
work, 

Perhaps children under 
5 or 6 years old should 
be admitted free, as it is 
doubtful if children of 
these ages are interested. 
However, the $1 that 
Skint: Father of Two did 
pay for the childrens’ 
admittance is hardly worth 
complaining about. 

| might add | am not 
a Hutt Valley Club member 
so my defence of them is 
for no other reason than 
to disagree with the un- 
reasonable complaint made. 

Roll on next year's 
Marlboro Series. | and all 
other enthusiasts will be 
there again, no matter 
what the charge is. 

W? Moffat 
Wainuiomata. 


DITCH MARLBORO 
STREET CIRCUITS? 


Sir, 

| would like to express 
my thanks to everyone 
who has helped me while 
| was travelling through 
the country, following the 
1976/77 Marlboro Series, 

| would especially like 
to thank Graeme Crosby 
and his family from Auck- 
land, John Woodley, Stu 
Avant, Allan Willacy, Max 
Farquar,. Percy Coleman 
and Co from Wanganui, 
and Tommy’s Yamaha from: 
Christchurch for everything 
they have done for me. 

The motorcycle clubs 
have excelled themselves 
this year especially the 
Wanganui club, who's 
organisation and crowd 
control were fantastic. 

However, my personal 
opinion of the street 
circuits, Wanganui and 
Gracefield, are unfavour- 
able as | feel that the race- 
way circuits such as Man- 
feild and Bay Park must 
replace the street circuits 
if the New Zealand series 
is to continue to attract 
the world’s best riders. 
| hope | have created 
food for thought. 

| hope to see you all 
next year, 
Alister McFarland 
A.M.C.N. 
Australia. 
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Some of the readers of 
this column have mentioned 
to me that | always seem to 
introduce my column with 
a bit of blurb something to 
do with enduros or dirt 
bikes. How observant of 
them. The reason why | 
do so is that | spend most 
of my time thinking about 
enduros and dirt bikes, so 
when it comes to sitting 
down and thinking of what 
to write about my mind 
naturally turns to these 
topics 

However, just to show 
that | can turn my attent- 
jon to other matters (notice 
how | still managed to 
introduce my column with 
something to do with 
enduros?) at the drop of a 
‘hat, | shall begin my page 
this issue with something 
completely different. 

Stock cars - now there's 
not much connection bet- 
ween those crash and bash 
merchants and dirt bikes, is 
there? There is a vague 
connection with motor 
cycling, however, in that 

the stars of the Marlboro 
toad race series put on a 
couple of demonstration 
races at the Christchurch 
stock car track the night 
before the final round of. 
the series at Ruapuna. 
From all accounts, everyone 
had a ball, venting their 
feelings of hatred for one 
another out from within 
those steel boxes. Apparen- 
tly, the man to handle the 
monsters best was, perhaps 
not surprisingly, Graeme 
Crosby, who revelled in the 
conditions. 

For my money, Crosby 
should get a special award 
for being the character of 
the series. At Pukekohe 
he performed wonders on 
Len Perry's old Suzuki TR 
750; at Wanganui he freak- 
ed out everyone - riders and 
spectators alike - by man- 
handling his giant Yosh- 
imura Kawasaki 1000 
around the twisting 
mile circuit for fourth and 
sixth places in the Marlboro 
heats and third in the prel- 
iminary. I'm told Crosby 
used the same front tyre for 
the whole series, which | i] 
believe, because it certain- 
ly didn’t get much use at 
Wanganui. When he wasn’t 
pulling giant wheelies or 
sliding sideways he was lay- 
ing a trail of rubber on the 
street. At Timaru he collid- 
ed with Robbie Dean and 


crashed at high speed but he 
was back in the saddle for 
the next race - a Marlboro 
heat. And at Gracefield, he 
ran out of gas half way 
round the 1.3-mile circuit 
and proceeded to push his 
machine round to the start- 
finish line to finish last and 
claim vital points. He 
finished up in eighth place 
overall in the series. F 
like many other people, am 
wondering how he would 
fare on a _ competitive 
genuine racing machine. 


FEIT Oe ee tee 


There's a new circuit 
which is just about compl- 
eted, near Taupo, which | 
believe is similar to the fab- 
ulous Manfeild circuit in 
Feilding. Reliable sources 
tell me that this circuit 
could well be on the agenda 
for next season’s Marlboro 


series but at this early stage 


this is still unconfirmed. -| 
hope to have more infor- 
mation on the circuit soon. 


peeeiiitrriresiirirrr ss 


QUOTE OF THE 
MONTH 


“Everyone in this 
world gets, on average 
525,600 mins every year, 
to spend as they wish, 
Once gone those precious 
minutes can never be 
had again. If you don’t 
use those precious min- 
utes the way you want, 
you are wasting, not 
only time, but your life. 
For a lifetime is simply 
thousands and thousands 
of little minutes put 
together.” 


— taken from the Tau- 
marunui club’s Monthly 
Bulletin editorial. 





HAILWOOD RETURNS 
TO THE TRACK 


Mike Hailwood, the former multiple world road race 
champion, factory Honda and MV Agusta factory rider who 
retired in 1967 but who is still hounded by the world’s 
motor cycling press (including NZMCN), donned leathers, 
helmet and gloves and returned to the race track at Rua- 
puna Park, Christchurch, on January 16. And, as they say, 
he was out on his own — literally. When the racing had 
finished, Hailwood borrowed Warren Willing’s OW29 
Yamaha for a couple of sneaky laps. But although Mike 
the Bike was very impressed with the machine, he revealed 
no future plans to return to the world of two-wheeled 


competition. 


Above: stu Avant wasn’t happy with the handling of his TZ350 at 
Gracefield so he brought out his secret weapon. “My plan is to go so 
slow that everyone else will fall off laughing” he told NZMCN. 





Now for a bit about 
enduros ..... the co-ordinat- 
or for the 1977 national 
enduro championship series, 
Dave Judson, would like to 
remind all clubs interested 
in running a round of the 
series to contact him as 
soon as possible at 20 Lorne 
St, Melville, Hamilton. The 
series calendar is going to 
have to be decided upon 
pretty soon. The North 
Shore club could possibly 
swap dates with the 
Auckland club and hold its 
Virgin Swamps two-day 
event at Easter week-end 
(April 9-10) so as to hope- 
fully get better weather. 
Atrocious conditions made 
last year’s Virgin Swamps 
more difficult than every- 
one expected. There's still 


little response from South 
Island clubs regarding the 
series, so if you belong to a 
southern club and you want 
to take part in the series, 
how about making some 
enquiries within the club 
and getting in touch with 
Dave. | know Colin Bower 
in Nelson is interested, and 
Rob Hall in Gore is on the 
schedule but how about 
someone in the Christ- 
church area doing some- 
thing? 


eerrirr titre ree 


Had a note from Max 
Yates, who is on the 
RNZAF base in Singapore, 
telling us that he raced in 
the final round of the 
Malaysian production mach- 
ine championships on the 
Selangor GP circuit, Kuala 
Lumpur, on January 9. He 
took his Kawasaki 2900 to 
second place behind a local 
rider on another Z900, 
with‘Dingbat’ Dingwell, 
another Kiwi, fourth on a 
BMW R/90S. Ina handicap 
event held in a_ tropical 
thunderstorm that had parts 
of the track under three 
inches of water, Max start- 
ed on scratch with the 
winner of the first race and- 
managed to catch all but 
one of the rest of the field. 
An RD350 won, after a one 
minute start.  ‘Dingbat’ 
didn’t start because of the 
treacherous conditions. 





ACU NEWS 


Sidecars Preparation — 
Generally poor preparation 
caused concern at a recent 
road race — competitors 
are reminded in particular 
of the lethal danger of 
spilling oil on sealed cir- 
cuits particularly for solo 
riders in following events, 
and that offending mac- 
hines can be removed from 
the circuit. 


peered 


Liquor — A _ competitor 
was recently excluded 
from an important event 


because one of his group 
consumed alcohol at the 
circuit. Competitors are 
reminded that the Clerk 
of the Course or any ACU 
official has the right to 
inspect all refreshment 
containers, which must be 
produced on demand. 
Refreshment containing 
alcohol jis forbidden for 
officials, riders, or their 
party, under pain of 
exclusion, suspension, or 
disqualification. 


eee ee 


Road Race Numbers — 


The seasonal numbering 
scheme has closed for 
1976/77 — competitors 


not allocated numbers on 
the current list will be 
allocated numbers by the 
Clubs accepting __ their 
entries for events. The 


Union wishes to thank 
Don O'Connor for the 
first class job he has done. 


Peer 


Suspensions — Some com- 


petitors have been  sus- 
pended for making false 
statements in order to 


compete without licences. 
Apart from being fraud 
this is a form of sponging 
on fellow - competitors 
and is being treated 
severely by the Executive 
Committee. 


ween 


The GS750 Suzuki has 
now been approved for 
production road _ racing, 
as the minimum 20 
machines have been 
imported. 
aeene 
Club Addresses — Clubs 


that haven't yet got P.O. 
Box numbers are urged to 
do so. This can be most 
important when a club 
has: a change of secretary, 
to avoid delays in, or loss 
of, important mail. 


PS. It's time to think 
about who should be your 
delegate to the Annual 
Conference. 
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Suzulci Never Settles For 
Second Best 


13 out of 15 North Island v South island MX championship races 
won on SU 













GRANT McCREA, NZ “A” GRADE 125cc 
CHAMPION 1976 — SPONSOR LEVINGS AND 
HAY, 


%. 


PETER PLOEN, NZ OPEN “A” GRADE MOTO-CROSS 
CHAMPION 1974-1975. WINNER OF 100!! MOTO-CROSS 
EVENTS IN NZ 1975-76. 
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IVAN MILLER, WINNER OF WELL OVER 200 MOTO- 
CROSS EVENTS IN NZ — ONCE AGAIN RELIED ON 
SUZUKI FOR HIS 1975-76 SEASON IN NZ. 


PAUL HARRISON, NZ OPEN “A” ae a 
GRADE MOTO-CROSS CHAM- 
PION, 1976. 






CROSS CHAMPION — UNBEATEN IN 20 STARTS 
DURING HJS NZ MOTO-CROSS TOUR. 
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PAT HENNEN, MARLBORO 
SECOND YEAR IN SUCCESS 
FOR SUZUKI. THE MARLB 


ROAD RACE CHAMPION 1974-75 — 1975-76 THE 
ION FOR PAT — THE THIRD YEAR IN SUCCESSION 


ROAD 500cc TOURIST TROPHY HOLDER. WINNER OF 1976 
EASTER 500cc MEETING AT BATHURST, AUSTRALIA. YEARSIII ‘ORO ROAD RACE HAS ONLY BEEN RUN THREE 


Every major moto-cross for the past three seasons has been 
Won On SUZUKI- there’s nothing left to win 


Suzuli Not 











ABOVE 


Expatriate Kiwi moto cross star Ivan Miller showed championship-winning form in the big 
North Island moto cross events over the Christmas-New Year holiday period and was rarely 
seriously challenged on his Suzuki RM370. The above photo, taken by Ron Haden, shows 
Miller in action at Rotorua on January 2, where a large crowd turned out to see Miller 
win the feature event and the experts’ class by large margins. The Harrison brothers, Paul 
and Steve, both on RM370's, came second and third in the feature event but it was Peter 
Boyle (RM250) and Vic Rieter (Yamaha YZ400) who filled second and third in the experts’ 
class. Rieter also won the 125cc class on his YZ125 from Gary Goodfellow, who had won 
an A-grade race on his Honda CR125 from Phil Turnbull (RM370). 


BELOW 


Blenheim’s Duncan McCallum (Suzuki RM250) won two out of three 250cc races at the 
Nelson..club's $1000 Xmas. moto. cross on the new Brook Street circuit on December 27, 
But Dunedin’s Gary Goodfellow (Honda CR250) carried off the major prize money in this 
class by taking two seconds and a first. Goodfellow also won the 125cc class overall, on his 
CR125 taking two wins and a second to Christchurch’s Blair Carpenter (Yamaha YZ125), 
while Hank Sproul of Queenstown won all three over 250cc races on his Suzuki RM370. 
The $1000 prize money was divided between the top four place-getters in each class. Sixty- 
four riders competed, in warm sunny weather over a fast, hilly circuit. 





Cont from Pg 1 


least runner-up spot before 
Timaru, suffered a cruel 
blow at the calamatous 
southern round but finished 
in the first four placings at 
all the other rounds, in- 
cluding a win in the second 
heat at Pukekohe. McLach- 
lan was operating on an 
even thinner shoestring 
than the majority of top 
contenders, having no spon- 
sor, no mechanic and a 
comparatively elderly 
machine. ‘I should have 
gone harder at the beginn- 
ing but | was always aware 
that | couldn't afford to 
take chances and crash.” 
He did, in fact, crash at 
Pukekohe while lying third, 
but he finished the race 
and earned valuable points. 







Above: Chas Mortimer 
He took points from every 
race and could quite often 
be found dicing with 
Mortimer. 

From New Zealand, both 
Avant and McLachlan will 
return overseas without 
finishing the local season. 
Avant heads for Europe 
for another crack at the 
world championships while 
McLachlan goes back to 
USA, where he will contest 
Daytona and other 
nationals. on an OW31 
Yamaha replica. 

Another top Kiwi con- 
tender to have his hopes 
dashed at Timaru was John 
Woodley. He paid the price 
of trying too hard and 
slumped from third overall 
to seventh after the fourth 
round. But he moved up to 
sixth overall by taking a 
fourth and a sixth in the 
final round at Ruapuna 
on his RG500 Suzuki. 
Woodley’s main sponsor, 
Bill Mitchell, told NZMCN 
that Woodley could well 
be riding an OW31 Yamaha 
replica. in a couple of 
months time, although this 
will be decided when the 
situation arises — in the 
meantime, one is on order. 

The 350 series results 
show that overseas riders 
took the first four overall 
placings, with _ national 
champion Mike Vinsen the 
top Kiwi in fifth equal 
place. Again, consistency 
was the key to success. 
Australian Vaughan Co- 
burn, runner up inthe 
1976 Aussie 500 and 350cc 
championships behind Ray 
Quincey, finished in the 
top three points scorers at 
every round except Timaru, 
and topped the table with 


154 points, 13 points clear 
of Mortimer. Coburn, who 
hopes to contest the 250cc 
race at Daytona this year, 
also rode his TZ350 Yam- 
aha in the unlimited 
events and came 11th 
overall. On his 1Z250, 
Coburn was untouchable 
at every round except 
Timaru, and he added the 
NZ250TT at Gracefield to 
the NZ350TT that he won 
at Pukekohe. He was pro- 
bably the busiest competi- 
tor in the whole series. 

Fellow Australian Kenny 
Blake was another rider to 
win a lot of friends in 
New Zealand. He gained 
consistent fourth and 
fifth placings at each round 
to finish third overall with 
134 points. He, too, con- 
tested the unlimited series 
and was the top 350cc rider 
in 10th place, beating 
Coburn by just one point 

American teenager 
Randy Mamola came fourth 
in the 350 series with 132 
points but he left no doubts 
that he is headed for great 
things in road racing. He 
arrived here with an out- 
of-tune TZ250 with which 
he earned a few points at 
Pukekohe. For Wanganui 


“it had been kitted to 


350cc- and Mamola took 
third place in the first 
heat before crashing later 
in the day and missing 


vAbover, Randy Mamola 
the second heat. 

On _his_hastily-repaired 
and still out-of-tune 


machine he took another 
third place before ace 
mechanic Mike Sinclair 
took things in hand and 
sorted out the tuning. 
After that, no-one else 
was in the hunt and 


Mamola blasted everyone 
into the weeds in the final 
two rounds. He couldn't 
race in the unlimited 
series because he was too 
young for the F.I.M. 
licence that all competitors 
required, _ 

\Things began to 
go wrong for Vinsen at 
Gracefield where he began 
the day clearly at the top 
of the points table. He won 
the first heat but wore his 
crank out in a later race 
and dropped to second 
overall after competing in 
the second race on his TZ 
250. But the Aucklander’s 
luck deserted him com- 
pletely in the South Island, 
where a series of incidents 
resulted in him adding 
only 27 points from four 
races, 
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Report: Rod Dew 
Photos: Euan Cameron 


American ace Pat Hennen (RG500 Suzuki) was within 
12 points of wrapping up his third successive New Zealand 
$30,000 Marlboro international series after rocketing to 
victory in both 20-lap legs of the unlimited event in the 


fourth round on the one-mile Levels Raceway near Timaru. 


He needed only a ninth 
placing in one of the two 
remaining points races — at 
Ruapuna Park near Christ- 
church — ‘in the final 
round to maintain a winn- 
ing advantage on aggregate 
over Australia’s “Red 
Rocket,”” Warren Willing 
(OW29 750 Yamaha), who 
moved up to second overall 
with two seconds in the two 
legs. 

But there was no real 
satisfaction or joy for 


Hennen in winning at 
Timaru. While he was 
streaking towards the 
chequered flag in the 


second 20-mile leg, the two 
New Zealanders who had 
been his closest rivals on 
points before the meeting, 
Stewart Avant (TZ750 
Yamaha) and John Woodley 
(RG500 Suzuki), were 
recovering in hospital from 
earlier and quite separate 
crashes. 

Avant, 
Pukekohe 
rider close 
6 


the winner at 
and the only 
enough on 


points to offer a serious 
threat to Hennen, didn’t 


even start in the main 
event. He abruptly lost 
interest in the meeting 


when he and the New 


Zealand 350 champion, 
Mike Vinsen (TZ350 
Yamaha), collided on the 
sweeping left-hander 


leading into the main 
straight during the first 
leg of the Formula 350 
event. Both men went 
down in spectacular 
fashion. 

Vinsen was not hurt 
but Avant, who slid off 
the track into a ditch, 
was unconscious for a time 
and was later admitted to 
Timaru hospital for 
observation. 

Woodley, who had 
earlier set a new lap 
record of 44.7sec on his 
Suzuki in winning the 10- 
lap international classic, lost 
control at the apex of the 
same bend while challenging 
Hennen for the lead in the 
first leg of the Marlboro 


unlimited event. He pitched 
over the handlebars, falling 
awkwardly and was un- 
conscious when race 


officials dashed to his aid. 
The race was stopped while 
he was treated at the track- 
side. After he regained 
consciousness he, too, was 
taken to hospital and 
admitted for observation. 

This brought to a sudden 
end what had been a great 
three-way dice between 
Hennen, Willing and 
Woodley. They had over- 


hauled the fast-starting 
Graeme Crosby (1000 
Yoshimura Kawasaki), on 
the opening lap and set a 


pace which no others could 
match. The order remained 
unchanged for six laps with 
Hennen leading, although a 
blanket could have been 
thrown over all three. 


Then Willing, using all 
the power and skill at his 
command, made his bid 
for glory and started to 
inch ahead. But just as it 
seemed he had a winning 


edge on his rivals he came 
upon a slower rider, Auck- 
lander Ken Fletcher (TZ 
750 Yamaha), who had just 
re-started after a pit stop, 
Willing was momentarily 
balked and in a flash both 
Hennen and Woodley were 
past. 

A mighty cheer went up 
when it became obvious 
that Woodley was right on 
Hennen’s tail and ready to 
pounce. But seconds later, 
on the twelfth lap, the 
likeable Woodley crashed. 
Willing lost ground in taking 
evasive action and next time 
round Hennen had a sub- 
stantial lead over the 
Australian. 

After discussion among 
officials, it was: agreed to 
abandon the race and pay 
out prize money on the 
placings as they stood at the 
fourteenth lap. So Hennen 
took first place points with 
Willing second and the 
splendidly consistent Paul 
McLachlan (T2750 
Yamaha) third after a keen 
tussle with Englishman Chas 
Mortimer (TZ350 Yamaha) 
and Australians Jeff Sayle 
(RG500 Suzuki) and Naus- 
han Coburn (TZ350 
Yamaha). 

With Avant and Woodley 
in hospital, the second un- 
limited leg was an_anti- 
climax. Riders were not 
unaffected by the mis- 
fortunes which had over- 
taken their rivals and a 
light shower of rain made 
the going a little uncertain 
for a few laps. Hennen was 
in two minds as to whether 
to use his wet weather 
tyres. In the end, he 
decided to chance using the 
slicks. He started very 


Below: Chas Mortimer leads the 
pack through the esses at Timaru. 
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slowly but as the tyres 


warmed up and the track. 


dried out he increased his 
speed and there was no 
way anybody could have 


caught him. 

Hes led <allesthe way, 
working out to a 5sec 
advantage over Willing 


early in the race and main- 
taining this for the entire 
20 miles. Mortimer, again 
using his TZ350 Yamaha in 
preference to his TZ750, 
won an enthralling battle 
with Australian Kenny 
Blake (TZ350 Yamaha) for 
third place. 


Bis 


Hennen and Willing, who 
shared the fastest lap of the 
race at 44,9sec, lapped all 
but the first six finishers. 

“| suppose | have got to 
feel pleased because | won,” 
Hennen said later. ‘| was 
really disappointed that 
John (Woodley) had his 
accident. He was making 
the race really interesting. 
Both he and Stu (Avant) 
are okay and that is the 
main thing.” 

His two wins gave him a 
clear lead of 29 points over 
the new holder of second 
place on aggregate, Willing. 








os 


Above: American sidecar cham- 
pions Larry Coleman and Wend- 
al Andrews (Suzuki 750) took 
their only Marlboro series vict- 
ory in the second race at Timaru.. 





Mortimer, relying heavily 
on consistency, moved up 
to third — one point ahead 
of McLachlan. 
slipped from second to 
fifth and Woodley from 
third to seventh — a dis- 
appointing end to a day 
which had promised so 
much for both men. 

But they were not alone 
in their misfortune, even 
if they did have an un- 
scheduled stop in hospital. 
Racing had to be stopped 
in three successive events 
because of major crashes. 

Perhaps the most spec- 
tacular of these involved 
two competitors in the 
12-lap production feature. 


Castro! six-hours winner 
Graeme Crosby was 
sweeping _ through the 


field on his giant Yoshi- 
mura Kawasaki 1000 when 
he collided with the Norton 
750 of Robbie Dean 
(Tauranga) at the exit to 
the short start-finish 
straight. The pair somer- 
saulted along the track 
at speeds in excess of 
100mph in a mind-boggling 
tangle of arms, legs and 


Avant _ 


machines. 

The race was stopped 
but, remarkably, both men 
were able to climb to their 
feet after receiving medical 
attention, and quickly 
recovered. Miraculously, 
Crosby was fit enough to 
start in the Marlboro un- 
limited legs. The produc- 
tion feature was won by 
Timaru's Peter Waters 
(900 Kawasaki) from Lower 
Hutt’s ‘Peter Stark (900 
Kawasaki). 

Other top riders who 
attempted to rearrange 
the scenery during the 
day with nothing more 
than bruises and — hurt 
pride included the leader 
of the Formula 350 series, 
Vaughan Coburn (TZ350 
Yamaha), of Australia, the 
outstanding young Christ- 
church rider, Brent Wylie 
(TZ350 Yamaha) and 
the highly-rated Wellington 
rider, Paul Goodyer (TZ 
350 Yamaha). All ran out 
of track on the big curve 
at the end of the start- 
finish straight. 

Coburn was lying second 


{Cont on pg 14 
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Report: Bob Northrop 
Photos: Euan Cameron 


It came as no surprise to anyone that Pat Hennen secured 
his third successive Marlboro title at Ruapuna Park, Christ- 
church, on January 16. Needing only one ninth place in 
éither of the two final races to win the series, the 24-year- 
old Suzuki star was virtually certain to clinch the title 


everyone knew was his. 

But instead of playing it 
safe, Hennen (RG500 Su- 
zuki) finished the series in 
fine fashion, winning the 
first 20-lap race on the 
one-mile circuit and coming 
second to Australian Warren 
Willing (OW29 750 Yam- 
aha) in the second race 
for a series total of 192 
points. 

After dislodging Kiwi 
hopeful Stu Avant (TZ 
750 Yamaha) from the 
runner-up position at the 
fourth round in Timaru, 
Willing had a slim chance 
of winning the series, but 
with Hennen in his usual 
devastating form the Aussie 
champion had to be con- 
tent with second place 
overall with 163 points. 

But Willing had 
last word on the series. 
While gunning his 
Daytona-winning Yamaha 
to victory in the second 
leg at  Ruapuna, he 
chopped 0.7sec from the 
lap record set by American 
Randy Cleek (Yamaha TZ 
750) in January 1975. The 
new record stands at 
43,3sec. 

8 


‘Paul 


the” 


Willing went into the 
final round 18 points ahead 
of Englishman Chas Mor- 
timer (TZ750/350 Yama- 
has) who moved _ into 
third overall just one point 
ahead of Christchurch’s 
McLachlan (TZ750) 
after Timaru. The tense 
struggle for third in the 
series was probably the 
Most interesting aspect of 
the final round. Apart from 
Mortimer and McLachlan, 
Stu. Avant was also in 
with a chance. He was still 
very ‘sore following his 
accident at Timaru the 
previous week, but he 
put in very competitive 
lap times during practice 
and he was only five 
points behind Mortimer 
at the start of the day. 

Blenheim’s John Wood- 
ley, back in seventh place 
with 95 points following 
his prang at Timaru, wasn’t 
really in with a chance of 


taking third overall but 
after some very fast 
practice laps he looked 


capable of mixing it with 
the leaders on the day. 


But bad luck again struck 
the popular Suzuki RG500 
rider. The day before the 
meeting, Woodley walloped 


his left knee against one 
of the tyres marking the 
edge of the track through 
the esses. On race day, the 
damaged knee was very 
swollen and was obviously 
causing him considerable 
pain and discomfort, but 
after a couple of trial 
laps, Woodley decided he 
was fit enough to race. 

Australian Doug Sharp 





(TZ750) did exactly the 
same thing as Woodley 
but his injuries required 
hospital treatment and he 


was unable to race. 

The first Marlboro heat, 
while confirming the overall 
first and second placings, 
made the fight for third 
even more _ interesting. 
Willing rocketed away frem 
the start and over the first 
few laps built up quite a 
substantial lead over 
Hennen and Avant battling 
for second. Behind them, 


a 


McLachlan and Woodley 
swapped places repeatedly, 
with the two Sarome riders, 
Mortimer -and Orban, 
closely following them. 

At the half way stage, 
the positions remained the 
same but Hennen gradually 
pulled away from the 
tiring Avant until by the 
15th lap he was just 10 
yards behind the leader. 
A. further 40 yards in 
arrears, Avant had almost 
half a lap on the riders | 
vying for fourth. Woodley 
got passed McLachlan but 
the tenacious Christchurch 
rider moved back into 
fourth on the 16th lap 
as Mortimer and Orban 
both closed on Woodley. 

Hennen, employing the 
tactics that have charac- 
terised his performances 
throughout the series, drew 
alongside Willing on the 
penultimate lap but as they 
headed off on the last lap, 
Willing was still in the 
lead. Through the hairpin, 
the esses, and down the 
back straight, he kept 
in front but on the last 
sweeping curve, Hennen 
dived under the Yamaha 
and. won. the. dash..to.the~ 






flag for’a-brilliant victory. 


McLachlan, with some of 
the best riding -of his 
career, urged his _ early 
model TZ700 Yamaha to 
fourth - place, while Mor- 
timer hauled in Woodley for 
fifth. 

First and second places 
overall had been decided 
before the second heat 
began, but third was still 
Below: Aussies Peter Campbell 
and Doug Chivas head towards 
another sidecar victory at Rua- 
puna. 
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Above: Vaughan Coburn (TZ+ 
350) took two thirds at Rua- 
puna to clinch the 350cc ser- 
ies, 


_in the balance. McLachlan 

and Mortimer were level- 
pegged on 122 points and 
Avant’s third place in the 
previous heat brought him 
up to 119 points, Orban 
still held sixth overall with 
111 points, two ahead of 
Woodley. 

Willing and Hennen again 
led the field from the start 
but this ‘time the Yamaha 
rider was determined not to 
let Hennen repeat his 
creeping-up act. After he 
had built up a 50-yard lead, 
Willing settled in, and when 
it looked as though Hennen 
was making a move in the 


- second half of the. race, he 


wound open his. super- 
quick OW29 and soon made 
up his lost ground. It was 
on the 15th lap that he set 
the new lap record. 

Hennen finished second, 
some 80 yards behind the 
ted and white Yamaha, but 
the interest of the 7000 
Spectators was rivetted on 


developments further down . 


the field. 

Woodley had made a 
good start and lay in third 
.in the early stages, sha- 
dowed by McLachlan, 
‘Mortimer and Avant. All 
four riders were in con- 
tention for third place in 
this race, but for Avant, 
Mortimer and McLachlan 
it was also a fight for third 
overall. Avant wasn't happy 


sitting behind the» bunch 
and in a two-lap burst he 
_ worked through to third. As 
he set about chasing the 


fast-disappearing Hennen, 
he took Woodley in tow, 
leaving McLachlan and 
Mortimer to fight it out 
themselves. 

With a determined effort, 
Woodley stuck with Avant 
and occasionally nipped 
ahead of the Yamaha but 
as the race progressed, 
Avant moved ahead until 
he had 40 yards on Wood- 
ley at the flag. But although 
it was a magnificent effort, 
it wasn’t enough to give 
him third in the series. 
Behind Woodley, McLach- 
lan and Mortimer were 
engaged in a tremendous 
struggle, each knowing 
that whoever got the better 
of the other was in for third 
overall. 

McLachlan, who had 
passed Mortimer at the hair- 
pin early in the race, spent 
most of the race trying to 
elude the Englishman but 
the wily continental circuit 
campaigner stayed in a 
handy position and on the 
17th lap he retook McLach- 
lan at the hairpin. 

For much of the re- 
maining laps, the two riders 
were virtually side by side, 
but at the flag, Mortimer 
was half a machine length 
in front. McLachlan, robbed 
of third, shared fourth 
overall with Avant. 

_ Another superb__ per- 
formance from  17-year- 





old American, Randy 
Mamola, gave him another 
40-point maximum from 
two outstanding victories 
in the 350cc series heats. 
His bike was tuned by 
Avant's former mechanic, 
Mike Sinclair, for both the 
Timaru and Ruapuna 
rounds and was_ visibly 
quicker than anything else 
in the field. Mamola re- 
sponded by matching 
ability with performance, 
recording an amazing 45.4 
sec lap during the first 
350 heat. 

Mortimer, third in the 
1976 350cc world cham- 
pionships, ‘was the only 
rider to challenge Mamola 
in the first heat but even 
Mortimer’s considerable 
experience couldn't stop 
the youngster from scoring 
a runaway win in the 
second heat. 

But despite winning the 
final four races in the 10- 
race series, Mamola could 
only manage fourth overall. 
Australian Vaughan Coburn 
tucked himself away in 
third place in both heats 
to take out the series with a 
total of 154 points. Mor- 
timer finished the series 
strongly ‘to take second 
overall with 141 points and 
Australian Kenny Blake 
took third with 134 points. 
Mamola, - whose machine 
began the series at Puke- 
kohe as a 250 and was 
converted to 350cc for 
Wanganui, rocketed through 
to fourth overall with 132 


points. 

National 350cc cham- 
pion Mike Vinsen, who was 
second overall after Timaru, 
had a disastrous day at 
Ruapuna. His machine 
broke a crank in practice 
and after building up his 
250 to 350cc ~—s he 
developed clutch troubles 
which put him out of the 
first 350 heat and the un- 
limited events. However, he 
took fourth place in the 
second 350 heat to finish 
with 125 points, equal fifth 


overall with Australian 
Robert Walden. — 
Mortimer, with some 


determined scratching, led 
the first heat for the first 
half of the 15 laps, but 
Mamola was always. close 
enough to edge in front 
on the straights. He moved 
into a permanent lead on 
the 11th lap and finished 
two seconds clear of 
Mortimer. Coburn was 
secure in third, 150 yards 
behind Mortimer. 

Mamola_ blasted past 
Mortimer on the first lap of 
the second heat and from 
there he simply ran away 
from the rest of the field 
to win comfortably from 
Mortimer. Coburn — was 
again third but Vinsen 
closed rapidly on the Aus- 
tralian after passing Ken 
Blake and Brent Wylie. 

Lower Hutt production 
ace, Peter Fleming, had 
two promising races 
finishing seventh on. both 
occasions. 

Warren Willing had a 
trouble-free ride to win 
the . International Prelim- 
inary in the absence of 
Hennen. Avant got a 
terrible start but worked 
his way through to third 
behind McLachlan by the 
fourth lap. He couldn't 
find a way past his fellow 


Christchurch rider, how- 
ever, and when the 
chequered flag fell after 
eight laps — two laps 
sooner than shown on 
the programme — Mc- 
Lachlan was there for 
second. 


Woodley and Jeff Sayle 
fought out the eight-lap 
500cc race, with Mamola 
pecking at their heels all 
the way. Sayle nudged in 
front as they headed off for 
the last lap but Woodley 
was quicker through the 
hairpin and he stayed in 
front to win. Rodger Freeth 
(TR500 Suzuki) rode a 
good race to take fourth 
from Paul Goodyer (TZ350 
Yamaha) on the last lap, 
after Goodyer had worked 
his way past Vinsen and 
Coburn on the second lap. 

Aucklander Norris 








Farrow made a promising 
start to the 250cc race by 
passing leader Vaughan 
Coburn on the opening lap 
but he dropped his bike at 
the sweeper at the end of 
the lap, leaving Coburn to 
run the race out in front 
for the remaining seven 
laps. Vinsen claimed second 
and Robin Mortimer, 
younger brother of Chas, 
roped in national 250cc 
champion Barry Wylie at 
the sweeper on the final 
lap to take third. 

Aucklander Martyn 
Baylis took the Blue Wing 
Honda MT125R to its 
first victory in the opening 
eight-lap 125cc race. The 
little Honda production 
racer had, of course, com- 
peted in 250cc events on 
the Marlboro tour but this 
was the first straight 125cc 
race of the series. Des Mor- 
land of Christchurch (Ya- 
maha TA125) opened up a 
big lead from the start but 
he had to relinquish his 
lead to the very quick little 
Honda on the last lap. 

Bruce Woodley (TZ350 
Yamaha) younger brother 
of Blenheim’s John Wood- 
ley, had his first race win 
in the eight-lap B-grade 
open race when he finished 
40 yards clear of Christ- 
church’s Bruce Rathgen 
(TZ350). 

An extra six-lap sidecar 
event which was included 
in the programme at the 
last minute provided the 
occasion for the first 
defeat of the Australian 
‘crew, Peter Campbell and 
Doug Chivas, by a local 
crew. Hastings charioteers 
Phil Sowersby and Chris 
Perry (Kawasaki 1000) 
were the men responsible, 
and in fact the Aussie crew 
finished third behind the 
American champions, Larry 
Coleman and Wendal 
Andrews (Suzuki 750). 
The reason for the lower- 
than-usual placing of the 
hub-steering Kawasaki 1000 
of Campbell and Chivas was 
a loose ignition wire which 


dropped then from first 
back to sixth on the open- 
ing lap, before the fault 
was rectified. 

There was no holding 
back the Aussies in the 
second 10-lap sidecar race, 
however. Sowersby and 
Perry held them off for a 
lap and a half but when 
the Australians got past, 
they stretched their lead. 
Coleman and Andrews 
also managed to haul in the 
fuel-injected Kawasaki, to 
finish second, while the 


other American Suzuki 
outfit, piloted by Craig 
Cont on pg 14 




















Standard, +20, +40,+60 

$55 a set for Piston Rings, Gudgeons and 
Circlips 

Also limited supply of standard liners 


SAWYER MOTORCYCLE CENTRE LTD 247 
CUBA STREET WELLINGTON. 
PHONE 51308. LMVD. 





WHEN THE COMPETITION IS HOT 
YOUR GRIP STAYS COOL 


— with — 





GIRLING GAS SHOCKS 


THE LATEST SUSPENSION UNIT FOR POPULAR 


SPORT BIKES 
— FROM BRITAIN'S LEADING SUSPENSION UNIT 
MANUFACTURERS A spa 
Available from your nearrst Motor Cycle Dealer 
lor send to us for all setting-up specificatibns and. 


sat The two title favourites, 
price list. 


Ross and fellow Christ- 
church rider Graeme Staple- 
ton -faced each other in 
the first heat with Ross 
staking an early claim to 
win after a_ hard-fought 
race. And the champion- 
ship climaxed when the 
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se crowd turned out to see Christchurch’s Larry 
Ross retain the 1977 New Zealand Solo Speedway cham- 
pionship at Stratford on January 8. 


two ‘riders faced each 
other again in a_ run-off 
to decide the champion. 
Stapleton led from the 
gate but Ross powered 
by around the boards 
to win, while Stapleton 
fell on third lap. 

Bruce Cribb of 
Palmerston North was 
another of the fancied 
riders and looked very 
classy in his first heat, 
which he won. But his 
Weslake ‘went sour after 
the third heat and set the 
seal on a night of chang- 
ing fortunes, 

Bruce rode various 
machines during the night 
and he gave Larry Ross 
some moments in heat 
17, 

Robin Adlington had 
a good night, dropping 
points only to  Staple- 
ton and the flying Mike 
Fullerton and taking a 
point from Ross in the 
17th heat to force the 


run-off for top spot 
between Ross and 
Stapleton. 

Fullerton also had some 
hard rides, giving Bruce 
Cribb a_race-long battle 
in heat 12, but falling in 
heat 18 while leading 
Stapleton in brilliant 
fashion. 


Mal Chambers figured 
in a brilliant lay-down to 


miss Fullerton in the 
same heat. 
Chambers figured in 


some fine first turns under 
a lot of pressure from 


Report: Dave Whitaker 


SH GONE 


more experienced riders. 
He won the shoulders and 
elbows charge to first turn 
in heat 15° andled=Bruce 
Cribb and Colin Farqu- 
harson for two laps before 

first Cribb, and then 
Farquharson squeezed 
past. 

Farquharson had a night 
of varying fortunes, leading 
Larry Ross for 2% laps in 
heat 5 for a good second 
and losing heat 10 to the 
flying pair of Stapleton and 
Adlington. Colin ended up 
on nine points for sixth 
place. 

Hitherto unknown, John 
Hanning from Christchurch 
had some good races and 
finished with a creditable 


10 points. Hastings rider 
Bruce Spargo started 
slowly but came back 


strongly with three good 
second places to total 
seven points along with 
John Goodall, who scored 
two_ wins. UK-bound 
Hastings rider Noel Suck- 
ling, normally a very 
aggressive rider, was ham- 
pered by a very sluggish 
Jawa that refused to pull 
from the gate. 


RESULTS 


Larry Ross, Christchurch 14 
points 1; Graeme Stapleton, 
Christchurch, 14, 2; Robin Ad- 
lington, 13, 3; Bruce Cribb, 11, 
4; Mike Fullerton and John 
Hanning, 10, 5=; Colin Farqu- 
harson, 9, 7; Mal Chambers, 8, 
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NEW COMMUTER KAWASAKIS 


Two new models of Kawasaki, aimed at the commuter market, will be available in New 
Zealand in February or early March. They are the Z200 single-cylinder four-stroke and 
the KH125 single-cylinder two-stroke. 

The 2200 is further evidence of the Kawasaki factory's decision to concentrate on 
extending its four-stroke line in answer to new and forthcoming noise and exhaust 
emission regulations, particularly in the USA. Like the bigger Z models, the Z200 has the 
PCV (Positive Crankcase Ventilation) system which reduces hydrocarbon emission by re- 
cycling blow-by gases through the carburettor. 

The 2200 is designed to appeal to newcomers to motor cycling. It has anelectric start and 
front disc brake, and the side stand is spring-loaded so that it retracts automatically when 
the weight is taken from it. The single overhead cam motor has a capacity of 198cc and is 
eounled to a five-speed gearbox. Colour options are listed as Cerulean Blue or Garnet 

rown. 

The KH125 has its design roots in the KE125 trail bike and is a sporty little number in 
the same tradition. The 124cc engine has rotary disc valve induction, and a six-speed gear- 
box transmits the power to the rear wheel. 

The KH125 is the second 125cc machine to reach New Zealand which has a front disc 
brake, the other being the GT125 Suzuki twin. Colour options are Flame Orange or 

russian Blue. 
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P titors for the next race line up in readiness, a couple of Experts decide to turn it on 
ae eas the first cxnerts race at Rotorua on January 2. National champion, Englishman Paul Harr- 
ison (Suzuki RM370, 5) leads here but title-chaser Ivan Miller (RM370, 0) wasn’t to be denied and he ran 
out a clear winner, Ron Haden photo. z 








————— 


This is the first of a series of regular columns devoted 
to goings on in the world of sidecar racing. Much of the 
information which will appear-in this column comes from 
the Sidecar Racing Association Inc, and the association’s 
secretary, Shorty Reay of Napier. 


It’s not widely known, but the Sidecar Racing Asso- 
ciation (SRA) runs its own club championships, in two 
classes — up to 650cc and open class. There are nine rounds 
counting for points this season, with meetings spread _ 
throughout the North and South Islands. After the fourth 
round at Wanganui, Shorty Reay and passenger, Tony 
Plummer, led the open class with their Kawasaki 900 from 
Chris Moller and Murray Goodall (Suzuki). Dick Leppard 
and Steve Palmer led the 650cc class on their very nice 
black and green Triumph outfit. Next round is at Dunedin 
on January 22, with round six at Teretonga in conjunction 
with the car races, the following day. 

The visit by the two American crews and the Australians 
for the Marlboro series gave the local guys a chance to view 
some competitive machinery and get some fresh ideas. The 
Americans turned up at Pukekohe for the first Marlboro 
round on December 19, but of course there were no sidecar 
races on the programme. Still, the guys managed to fit ina 
few laps during practice before the actual day of the racing. 

Peter Campbell’s Yoshimura-kitted Kawasaki ZI outfit 
finished sixth: in the Aussie championships last year and he 
holds lap records at Sandown Park, Amaroo Park and 
Lakeside. The motor pushes out 115bhp, and the chassis 
has an interesting hub centre steering design. We'll have 
more on Peter, his outfit, and passenger Doug Chivas next 
Issue. 

The twoAmerican crews had identical Suzuki 750- - 
powered outfits prepared by Ron Grant. The chairs are of 
English manufacture and have the chair mounted on the 
right hand side, whereas most Kiwi outfits have the chair on 
the left. Larry Coleman and Wendal Andrews won the USA 
sidecar championship at Laguna Seca in August, against 18 
outfits from the’ USA and Canada. During the American 
season they devastated all opposition, winning every race 
except one in which they came second. Coleman raced in 
Germany for four years before teaming up with Andrews, 
a solo rider, in the USA in 1974. 

Craig Marx and Mick Parkinson have been racing chairs 
for two years, after both spent-several years racing solos. 
Mick started off as the driver, with Craig swinging from the 
chair, but then one day they swapped places, went better, 
and have stuck with that combination since. 

The overseas outfits were a bit of an eye-opener but a 
couple of the local outfits were able to give them the odd 
scare. Phil Sowersby and Chris Perry from Hastings put in 
some very impressive races on their Kawasaki outfit which is 
now fitted with big bore kit, cams, etc. This is a really neat 
outfit which goes like stink, and with Phil a relative new- 
comer to the sport, we can look forward to even better 
performances in the future. Tony Cave and Roger Stent 
(Suzuki 750) were prominent at Wanganui, coming second 
to Campbell and Chivas. Sowersby passed Cave but had fuel 
problems which dropped them back. When the problem 
was fixed they tried to make up for lost time but only 
managed to side-swipe the Marx/Parkinson outfit, smashing 
the Americans’ sidecar wheel cover and petrol tank. 

It's very encouraging to see the large number of outfits 
racing this season; some of the outfits are a bit rough but it 
shows the interest is there. A lot of other outfits are waiting 
in the wings, including an outfit powered by a Johnson out- 
board engine and fitted with hub-centre steering. Ross 
Gregory, who is racing a Yamaha 650 outfit in the mean- 
time, is the builder. The incredible Gordon Skilton has a 
Suzuki outfit planned but work commitments are likely to 
rule it out for this season. Some new followers of the sport 
might not know of Gordon and his passenger, Dave Dibben, 
because they haven't raced for the past couple of seasons. 
Gordon and Dave are former national sidecar champions 
and anyone who has raced against them will tell you that 
they've got talent ‘til it comes out of their ears. A couple 
Of seasons ago they were racing a Norton 750 outfit and 
had some great battles with the immaculate Suzuki kneeler 
outfit of Paul Corbett and Stu Forbes. Paul has now 
retired but Stu has recently returned to the chairs to 
passenger for Alan Ward of Timaru on a Honda 900 outfit. 
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| Above: 


on the second lap of the 
second leg of the 350 
event at the time and Good- 
yer was holding the same 
position when he crashed 
on the eighth lap of the 
same event. 

The rider both men were 
chasing was the brilliant 
17-year-old American, 
Randy Mamola (TZ350 
Yamaha); who won both 
legs in easily his best 
display so far. In the first 
leg he came from behind 
to win by 100 metres from 
Isle of Man. winner Chas 
Mortimer (TZ350 Yamaha). 
Mortimer, having a few 
ignition problems, did 
not start in the second leg 


and Mamola led all the 
way. 
American champions 


Larry Coleman and Wendel 
Andrews __ (Suzuki. 750). 
gained their first win of 
their New Zealand cam- 
Ppaign in the final 10-lap 
sidecar feature. They took 
over the lead when Aus- 
tralians Peter Campbell and , 





ICS Qmmatter of cycle 
COMMuanicaCior.... 





American teenager, 
Randy Mamola (TZ350 Yama- 
ha) was in devastating form at 
Timaru. 


RESULTS 


Marlboro unlimited series 
(each leg 20 laps): First leg: 
(uncompleted) P. Hennen, RG 
500 Suzuki 1; W. Willing OW29 
750 Yamaha 2; P. McLachlan 
TZ750 Yamaha 3; C. Mortimer 
7Z350 Yamaha 4; J. Sayle 
RG500 Suzuki 5;|Second leg: 
Hennen 1; Willing 2; Mortimer 
3; K. Blake TZ350 Yamaha 4; 
Sayle 5;/ 

Formula 350 series (each 
race 12 laps). First leg: R. 
Mamola TZ350 Yamaha 1; C. 
Mortimer TZ350 Yamaha 2; 
P. Goodyer| TZ350 Yamaha 3; 
V. Coburn | TZ350 Yamaha 4; 
K. Blake TZ350 Yamaha 5. 
Second leg: Mamola 1; 
R. Taylor | TZ350 Yamaha 2; 
R. Walden TZ350 Yamaha 
3; Blake 4; M. O’Brien TZ 
350 Yamaha 5. 

International ~ classic’ (10 
laps): J. Woodley RG500 Su- 
zuki, 1; W. Willing OW 
29 750 Yamaha 2; S. Avant 
1Z750 Yamaha 3; P. McLachlan 
TZ750 Yamaha 4; J. Sayle 
RG500 Suzuki 5. 





Doug Chivas (1000 Kawa- 
saki) pulled out with motor 
troubles. Campbell. and 
Chivas earlier won the other 
two sidecar events in im- 
pressive style. 
Progress points 
four rounds) :— 
Unlimited: Hennen 154, 
Willing 125, Mortimer 107, 
McLachlan 106, Avant 102, 
J-P Orban (Belgium) 98, 
Woodley 95, Crosby 94, 
J. Sayle and K. Blake 


(after 


(Aust.) 74, Coburn 71, 
Fletcher 70. 

Formula 350: Coburn 
120, Vinsen 109, Blake 


and Mortimer 105, R. 
Walden (Aust.) 99, Mamola 
92, Brent Wylie 88, M. 
O’Brien (Aust.) 84. 





500cc racing class (8 laps): 
A grade: J. Woodley RG50O 
Suzuki, 1; J. Sayle RG500 
Suzuki 2; R. Mamola TZ350 
Yamaha 3. B grade: N. Farrow 
7Z250 Yamaha 1; B. Wylie 
TZ250 Yamaha 2; B. Rathgen 
TZ350 Yamaha 3. 

250cc racing class (9 laps): 
M. Vinsen TZ250 Yamaha 1; 
N. Farrow TZ250 Yamaha 2; B. 
Wylie TZ250 Yamaha 3. 


Production events — First 


race (8 laps): P. Stark 900 
Kawasaki 1; P. Waters 900 
Kawasaki 2; J. Larsen 750 


Kawasaki 3. Second race (12 
laps): Waters 1; Stark 2; N. 
Agass 900 Kawasaki 3. Third 
race (8 laps): Stark 1; Waters 
2; Larsen 3. 

Sidecars — Opening race 
(6 laps); P. Campbell/D. Chivas 
1000 Kawasaki1; P/ Sowersby/ 
C. Perry 1000 Kawasaki 2; 
L. Coleman/W. Andrews 750 
Suzuki 3. Second race (10 
laps): Coleman/Andrews 1; 
C. Marx/M. Parkinson Suzuki 
750, 2. 





Ruaiour 1e| Cont from pg 9 
started from the back of 


Marx and Mick Parkinson, 
took fourth place, 10 yards 
behind Sowersby. » 
The two production 
machine races and the 
modified production event 
saw the three Peters — 
Waters, Fleming and Stark 
— engaged in the same 
close racing that spectators 
witnessed at Timaru. The 
Z900's of Stark and 
Waters got the better of 
Fleming's 750 in the 
first eight-lap race after 
some very close dicing, 
but Waters won __ the 
second from John Phillips 
(Kawasaki 750) and 
Neville Agass (Kawasaki 
900). Graeme Crosby 


RESULTS 


Marlboro unlimited events — 
heat one — P. Hennen, Suzuki 
RG500, 1; W. Willing, Yamaha 
OW29 750, 2; S. Avant, Yamaha 
7Z750, 3; P. McLachlan, Yam- 
aha 1Z700, 4; C. Mortimer, 
Yamaha TZ750, 5. Heat two — 
Willing 1; Hennen 2; Avant 3; 
J. Woodley, Suzuki RG500, 4; 
Mortimer 5. Meeting points: 
Hennen and Willing, 38; Avant 
34; Mortimer, McLachlan and 
Woodley, 30; J-P. Orban 26; 
J. Sayle and G. Crosby 23. 

350cc series events (all riders 
on Yamaha TZ350's) — heat one 
— R. Mamola, 1; C. Mortimer 2; 
V. Coburn 3; B. Wylie 4; K. 
Blake 5..Heat two — Mamola 1; 
Mortimer 2; Coburn 3; M. 
Vinsen 4; Wylie 5. Meeting 
points: Mamola 40; Mortimer 
36; Coburn 34; Wylie 31; Blake 
ri R. Walden and. P. Fleming 


Supporting races: 125cc — 
eight laps — M. Baylis, Honda 
1; D. Morland Yamaha 2; W. 
Mantell, Yamaha 3. SIDECARS 
—.P. Sowersby and C. Perry 
Kawasaki 1000, 1; L. Coleman 


the big capacity class 
bikes in the modified 
production race, because he 
had kept his slick tyres 
on his Yoshimura Kawa- 
saki 1000. But he was 
still able to waltz through 
to win comfortably from 
the battling pair, Waters 
and Stark. Crosby toyed 
with the leaders for a 
couple of laps but as 
he was passing Stark on 
the front straight he was 
given a nasty gesture from 
the Lower Hutt rider, so 
he decided to clear off! 
Fleming led the pack the 
first time around but fell 
at the end of the first lap. 





and W. Andrews, Suzuki 750, 2; 
P. Campbell and D. Chivas, 
Kawasaki 1000, 3. 500cc — 
J. Woodley, Suzuki RG500, 1; 
J. Sayle, Suzuki RG500 2; R. 
Mamola, Yamaha TZ350 3. 
250cc — V. Coburn, Yamaha 
1; M. Vinsen, Yamaha, 2; R. 
Mortimer, Yamaha, 3. INTER- 
NATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
— W. Willing, Yamaha OW29 
1; P. McLachlan, Yamaha TZ 
700, 2; S. Avant, Yamaha TZ 
750, 3. BGRADE OPEN — 
B. Woodley, Yamaha TZ350, 
1; B. Rathgen, Yamaha TZ350, 
2; Barry Wylie, Yamaha TZ 
250, 3. PRODUCTION — P. 
Stark, Kawasaki Z900, 1; P. 
Waters, Kawasaki Z900, 2; P. 
Fleming, Kawasaki 750, 3. 


MODIFIED PRODUCTION — 
GS creey secon Kawasaki 

1, Waters, 2; Stark 3. 
SIDECARS — Campbatl/chivas: 
1; Coleman/Andrews, 2; Sower- 
by/Perry, 3. PRODUCTION — 
vane 1; J. Phillips, Kawasaki 

, 2; N. Agass, K i 
2900, 3 9 ‘awasaki 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


FOR SALE 
H.A. imported alloy wheels 


star pattern suit CB750 Honda 
$400.00 pr. 

Latest Lynx double twin choke 
dellorto carbs, manifold, filters 
and linkages for Kawasaki 900 
$350.00. 


Boyer transister ignition for 
(CB750 Honda and 900 Kawa- 
saki $135.00. 

Unbeatable bargains—Chrome 
Japanese 4 into 1 exhaust 
systems for 350/4; 500/4; 750/ 
4; Z| 900/4—unbeatable value 
at $120,00 set. Also 4 into 2 
for 500/4 and 750/4 at $140.00 
set. Also limited number of 
Z 900/4 chrome 4 into 1 and 
CB500 at only $100.00 per 


“set. 

Mulholland Super Shocks—Long 
travel gas and standard, MX 
and Road; all available. 
Transam Hi-Tepsile alloy 
handlebars; CR Honda MX 
pattern; Drop back MX 6" 
and 7” rise trials. Fantastic 
flexibility and strength. $15.00 


pr. 

Honda Centre special XL175 
Powroll bored and stroked to 
270cc; CR250 front end; 
Skunk Works Konis rear. 
Embarrass those M/X's. Quickest 
in country $1100.00. 

Shoei helmets—a good range of 
all sizes. S20 full-face at $58.00 
and S21 at $73.00. These are 
going to get scarce so be in now! 


The Honda Centre, .Box 4039, 
260-264 Devon St East, New 
Plymouth. Phone 82889 or 

88256. 




































Prompt Mail Order Service 
Largest. Spares stocks in the 
South Island. 
NORJO M YOTORS 
239 Riccarton Ria Christchurch 4 
Telephone 43-493 L.M.V.D. 


















FOR SALE 

Yamaha YZ400C One done 4 
meetings $1795.00. YZ 250C, 
very quick, $1595.00. YZ125C. 
Spare chrome barrel $1200.00. 
All bikes have factory trick 
Phone 438014, Napier. 


, FOR SALE 


Yamaha TZ 350 New motor. 
Plenty spares, immac conditon, 

Discombe. 
Yamaha TR2B -rebuilt motor 
spares, krober ign, very tidy. 
$1000. Phone P Knight 89827 
Pukekohe, - 


FOR SALE 

Honda 1975 CR260. Excellent 
condition, gas forks, lay down 
Mullholland shocks, .reed valve, 
36mm Mikuni carb. Just had 
first rebore. $695, will trade or 
swap for Honda XL250 any 
!condition write Bruce McLach- 
lan, PO Box 336, Whakatane. 


FOR SALE 

1975 Yamaha MX250B, mono- 
shock. Excellent condition, 1 
owner. $1250. Phone Whaka- 
tane 5637 or 5520 after hours. 


FOR SALE 

Yamaha TD2 ridden only 5 
times on rebuilt motor, disc 
brakes on front. Over $300 
spares; spare set of tyres. 
$1200 ono. Ring or write to 


, Russ, Ph: 78367 Hamilton. 


c/- Ginger Molloy Motor Cycles 
10 Norton Road Hamilton. 


FOR SALE 

Suzuki RM250A only six weeks 
old. Absolutely immaculate. 

Guaranteed with new replace- 
ment barrel and piston $1450. 
Home 485-098 work 500-515 
Auckland. Test ride welcome. 


FOR SALE 

Suzuki RM250A. Only 6 weeks 
old. Absolutely immaculate. 
Guaranteed with new replace- 
ment barrel and piston. Quick 
sale needed hence $1450. Home 
485-098. Work 500-515 Auck. 
Test ride welcome. 


FOR SALE 

TZ250 Cantilever Yamaha. Has 
done 200 racing miles since new. 
Immaculate condition; full 
spares kit. Price $4350. Contact 
Lee Dunlop or Trevor Discombe 
Cambridge 7066. 


FOR SALE 

7TZ350.Crank and pistons 1 
meeting old; many mods includ- 
ing Morris mags, Lockheed 
brakes, Veso seat and fairing, 
Long swingarm, Girlings, tucked 
in chambers. $900 worth of 
spares. $3500, Phone Mike 
83340 Hamilton. 


FOR SALE 7 
RD Spares: Complete Krober 
ignition system; plus a full 
selection of secondhand spares 
which: include: ‘Comp. wheels, 
forks, discs,. guards, frames, 
swinging arm! and many more; 
also fibreglass seat, tank and 
TZ fairing. Enquiries Discombe 
Motorcycles LMVD Victoria St. 
Cambridge. Phone 7066 or 
8528. 


FOR SALE 

1976 Yamaha cantilever YZ 
250C only done 4 meetings 
cheap at $1495. HP terms 


available. Phone Des Eades, 
Sawyer Motorcycles, 5133 
Wanganui. After Hrs 36493 
LMVD. 


FOR SALE 

Yamaha SC500 road racer 
front, disc brake $850; Yamaha 
MX250 $400; Or both for 
$1050. Will trade RD400 or 
late model RD350. TZ350 
almost completely rebuilt, 
plenty of spares $1800. Phone 


- 8583 Raglan. 


FOR SALE 

Yamaha TR2B 350 Road racer, 
good condition, many spares, 
ready to race $6700 ono or will 
swap with a road machine 
preferably Kawasaki 750 and 
pay a cash difference. Phone 
58828 Napier. 


“FOR SALE 
Cooper 250, trail and enduro, 
Dec 75, good condition, 1900 


miles, mostly on road $970 ono. 
Phone 84521 Palmerston North. 


FOR SALE 

Bultaco 350 Alpina 1976 
immaculate, never ridden com- 
petitively, great enduro bike, 
some spares available, Write 
P.D. Lourie RD11 Foxton. 
Phone 893 Himitangi. 


FOR SALE 
Suzuki’ RM250, ‘Excellent 

* mechanical condition, well 
maintained. A very competitive 
motocross bike. $1300 ono. 
Phone 63127 Tauranga. 


FOR SALE 

Used competition bikes. 1974 
Yamaha YZ360’s $1695 and 
$1095. 1974 i4cnda CR125 
$645. Tim Giboes Motors Ltd 
84 Taonui St Palmerston 
North. Tel. 87-U22. 














We have by far the largest selection (more than $200,000) 
of Genuine Honda Replacement Spares in New Zealand. 


All models from 1959 Honda 50 to 1976 GL 1000. 


THE DIFFICULT BY RETURN MAIL 
THE. IMPOSSIBLE TAKES A LITTLE LONGER 


PHONES 40-789 AND 
40-389 


WHITING AND WALTHO LIMITED L.M.V.D. 
Cnr.Manchester & St Asaph Streets 
BOX 22-146 CHRISTCHURCH 


___ PERFECTION IN 
PRECISION ENGINEERING 











these points for chain 
‘ath sprocket life. 


. Vacuum Lubricated. 


. Pre-stretched before you get it. 


PWN=, 


for ordinary chain. 


DEALER ENQUIRIES TO 


LAURIE SUMMERS ACC. LTD. 


esa 


Produced with speci! 





tunning. 
‘and atrengih and red 
friction 


. Shot peened during manufacture to impart fatigue resistance. 


. You get stronger chain for less money than you have to pay 





Size 

%" x 3/16" 

Kx 1/4" 

"x 5/16" 

5/8" x we" 

5/8" x 5/16" 
- 5/8" x.3/8" 
































On 


Quatity selected steels 
solid "drawn — polished 
surface, increased wall 
thickness for longer ile 


British D.I.D. Solid 


Standard Chain Roller Chain 
Breaking Strain Breaking Strain 


only 1,800Ibs. 2,070|bs. 
No Equivalent 3,500 Ibs. 
only 4,000Ibs. 4,200!bs. 
only 5,000Ibs. - 6,000 Ibs. 
only 5,000!bs, 6,000 Ibs. 
only 5,000Ibs. 6,000 Ibs. 
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